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Plain Language Statement

1. Study title 

Mental Accounting, Proportionality and Frame dependence: An evaluation in relation to price perception.
Researcher Details – This is a student research leading to the award of a Doctor of philosophy (PhD) in Economics for: 

  Oluwadamilola Agbato, 

  Department of Economics, Business School, 

  University of Glasgow.

Email – o.adebayo.1@research.gla.ac.uk
Principal Supervisor – Dr. Kovalenkov
2. Invitation paragraph 

'You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.’
Thank you for reading this. 

3. What is the purpose of the study?

The overall aim of this study is to provide a theoretical and empirical framework for investigating 1) the robustness of mental accounting principles for multiple events where the reference states are multiple and explicitly stated and 2) the frame dependence of reference dependence in a pricing context involving the use of discounts. 

4. Why have I been chosen?

You have been randomly selected to participate in this study. The total number of participants in this study is 300.
5. Do I have to take part?

No, you do not. It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you decide to participate, you are still free to withdraw at any time and without giving a reason. Should you decide not to participate, it will in no way affect your grades. Participation in this study is completely voluntary.
6. What will happen to me if I take part?

The study will take approximately 20 minutes. You will be given questionnaires and requested to evaluate the relative happiness or unhappiness of the people mentioned described based on a scale of 1-15 and/or indicate on a scale of 1-9 if the options listed are things you would be most/least likely to do. 
7. Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential?
'All information, which is collected about you during the course of the research, will be kept strictly confidential. You will be identified by an ID number and any information about you will have your name and address removed so that you cannot be recognised from it.' 

8. What will happen to the results of the research study?
The results of this research will be analysed and included in the student’s thesis. A copy of this can be obtained from the library at the University of Glasgow from December, 2015. In the event of any publication or report involving these results, you will not be identified in any way and all data will remain anonymous. In addition, the data from the research will be kept locked in filing cabinets at the University of Glasgow. The data will not be retained beyond the end of the research period and thereafter, it would be completely shredded.
9. Who is organising and funding the research? 
The Business School provides PhD students with a financial support to attend conferences / research workshops. Approval was obtained from Economics department to redirect £500 pounds assigned to the researcher in the first year for the purpose of this research study.

10. Who has reviewed the study?
This project has been reviewed by the College of Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee.

11. Contact for Further Information 

It is recommended that you contact Professor John McKernan at John.McKernan@glasgow.ac.uk should you have any concerns regarding the conduct of this research project. 
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