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Participant Information Sheet for Parents

Identity and Influence: Pupils’ reflections on the content of Religious Studies lessons

Your child is being invited to take part in a research study which I am carrying out in school as part of a PhD course with the University of Glasgow forming part of a larger project. Before you decide whether your child should take part it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Please contact me at the school, if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take some time to decide whether you wish your child to take part.

The purpose of this part of the study, is to find out pupils’ views on aspects relating to the teaching about far-right extremism in school and particularly within Religious Education (RE) lessons. Topics which will be discussed include influences on identity, understanding of religions, cultures and communities, extremism including far-right extremism, religious discrimination and LGBTQ+ issues.  This will also include the use of some newspaper headlines relating to these topics. 

Some of these topics may be upsetting for your child, if they do become upset then they will be able to leave the focus group for a period of time or withdraw completely. There will also be a link teacher aside from myself for them to speak to, or they may speak to another member of staff of their choice, if they prefer. Pupils can also seek support from external agencies using the links on our website https://www.middtech.com/wellbeing.html

Participants will be asked to take part in a one of the two focus group interviews being carried out, which will last up two hours and will involve discussions around brainstormed ideas in response to two research questions. The first set of research questions will deal with issues of identity and access to information on religions, cultures and communities.  The second set of questions will look at which topics should be taught in RS and whether school helps pupils make sense of information they are presented about religions, cultures and communities. The focus group discussions will be recorded as an audio file and stored on the university’s cloud storage provided by Microsoft One Drive for Business.  Covid procedures in place in school at the time of the focus groups will be fully adhered to.

Participants can withdraw from the study up to a month after the focus group has taken place, no information that has been provided will be used and no explanation will be required.  

Information from this research will be stored securely and participant’s personal information will be anonymised numerically to ensure confidentiality.   Please note that confidentiality will be maintained as far as it possible, unless during our conversation I hear anything which makes me worried that someone might be in danger of harm, I might have to inform relevant agencies of this. Please also note that confidentiality of answers may not be guaranteed; due to the limited size of the participant sample, with other participants being aware of what each said. 

The data collected will be used for my university thesis, but may also be used for the production of conference papers, presentations and journal articles.  Once the study has finished the research data will be stored securely in line with the University’s data management policies for ten years and may be reused in the future, with anonymised data sets being made available to all through a public repository.  I will share a summary of the research with you and your child.

This PhD study has been partly funded by the Culham St Gabriel’s Trust and has received full agreement from the school to be carried out. 

This study has been reviewed and agreed by the College of Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee, University of Glasgow.

[bookmark: _Hlk23510950]To pursue any complaint about the conduct of the research: contact the College of Social Sciences Ethics Officer, Dr Muir Houston, email: Muir.Houston@glasgow.ac.uk

Further information about the study can be requested from myself
Mrs Fay Lowe (F.Lowe.1@research.gla.ac.uk)
or my supervisor Dr David Lundie (David.Lundie@glasgow.ac.uk)

Thank you for reading this


____________________End of Participant Information Sheet____________________
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