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Plain Language Statement for Pupils 

Title of project and researcher details
Title: Identity and Influences: pupils’ reflections on the content of Religious Studies lessons. 
Researcher: Mrs Fay Lowe
Supervisor: Dr David Lundie
Course: PhD Education (Interdisciplinary)

You are being invited to take part in a research project into your views on what you learn about in Religious Studies.  A research project is a way to learn more about something.  You are being asked to take part because I want to hear what pupils think about these topics. 
Before you decide if you want to take part, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. 
Please take time to read the information on this page carefully and discuss it with others and your parents/carers if you wish. Ask me if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.

What will happen if you take part
The purpose of this study is to find out your views on what you are taught in Religious Studies, including aspects relating to learning about far-right extremism in lessons.  It will also consider how what you learn in school helps you understand information you encounter outside of school.  Some of the topics which we may discuss include what influences your identity, your understanding of religions cultures and communities, extremism including far-right extremism, religious discrimination, and LGBTQ+ issues.  This will include looking at some newspaper headlines relating to these areas. 
Some of these topics you may find upsetting.  If needed you may leave the focus group for a period of time or withdraw completely. You will be able to speak to a member of staff about the focus group discussions if you would like to. You can also access external support if you’d like to speak to someone outside of school by using the links on the school website https://www.middtech.com/wellbeing.html 
If you decide to take part you will join a group of other pupils in one of the school’s classrooms.  You will take part in a focus group with some brainstorming activities and discussion to allow me to hear what you think about two different questions.    You do not have to answer any questions that you don’t want to. This will take about two hours.  I will record your answers on a voice recorder so that afterwards I can listen carefully to what you said. We will follow the Covid procedures in place in school, when the focus groups are carried out. 
You do not have to take part in this study, and if you decide not to, it won’t affect your Religious Studies lessons, grades or school life in anyway.  If, after you have started to take part, you change your mind, just let me know within a month after the focus group and I will not use any information you have given me. You can also choose to leave without explanation needed.  

Keeping information confidential
I will keep the information from the focus group in the university’s cloud storage provided by Office 365 for business. 
When I write about what I have found out, your name will not be mentioned. I will use numbers to identify the different participants, and no-one will know which number is yours. 
However, if during our conversation I hear anything which makes me worried that you might be in danger of harm, I might have to tell other people who need to know about this. You also need to be aware that others in the group may recall what you said, so they may be able to identify you in my university work.

The results of this study
When I have gathered all of the information from everyone who is taking part I will write about what I have learned in a thesis, which is a long essay, which I have to complete for the course I am studying on.  This will be read and marked by my teachers at university. 
I will tell you and the other pupils who have taken part what I have found out about your thoughts on what you learn in Religious Studies lessons.  My notes and recordings may be used in the future as part of other research.  

Review of the study
This study has been reviewed and agreed by the College of Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee, University of Glasgow.

Contact for further Information 
If you have any questions about this study, you can ask me, Mrs Lowe (f.lowe.1@research.gla.ac.uk) 
or my supervisor, Dr David Lundie (David.Lundie@glasgow.ac.uk) 
or the Ethics Officer for the College of Social Sciences at Muir.Houston@glasgow.ac.uk

Thank you for reading this.

End _______________
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