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Informed Consent Form
FVPD Study — Facial Video, Personality and Depression Database
Study title: Big Five Personality Traits as Moderators of Depression–Facial Action Unit Relationships in Naturalistic Free-Speech Video
Principal Investigator: Dr Raneem Knaj — Faculty of Information and Communication Technology Engineering, Tartous University.
1. Consent to Participate in the Study
Please read each statement carefully and tick the corresponding box. Agreement to all of the following statements is required to take part in the study.
☐  I confirm that I have read and understood the Participant Information Sheet for this study, have had the opportunity to ask questions and receive satisfactory answers, and agree to take part in the study.
☐  I understand that my participation involves providing limited demographic information, completing the PHQ-9 questionnaire on depressive symptoms, and completing the 15-item brief Big Five personality questionnaire (BFI-2-XS).
☐  I understand that my participation involves recording an approximately one-minute video of my face and voice while speaking freely in Arabic about a topic of my choice, and that computer-based analysis will extract numerical measurements of my facial movements.
☐  I understand that my facial image and voice are inherently identifiable data, that the recording will be stored securely, and that the study data will be held under an identification code. The linking key between the code and my name will be stored separately and held only by the Principal Investigator.
☐  I understand that my participation is entirely voluntary and that I may decline to participate or withdraw without giving a reason and without any effect on my student or academic status.
☐  I understand that the study does not provide a clinical diagnosis, medical advice, or psychological treatment, and that a questionnaire score is not a diagnosis.
☐  I agree that numerical measures derived from the video and questionnaire scores may be transferred, under my identification code and without my name, to collaborating research organisations solely for scientific analysis and in accordance with applicable data-protection requirements.
☐  I agree that aggregated results that do not identify me may be used in scientific publications, conference presentations, and related research outputs.
2. Separate Consent for Data Deposit and Reuse
The following choices are separate from participation in the main study. You may select “Yes” or “No” for each item. Declining any of these options will not affect your participation in the study or your relationship with the University.
I agree to the deposit of a copy of my original facial video and audio recording in a secure research repository for preservation and scientific verification, understanding that the recording is identifiable and will not be available for public download.
☐ Yes          ☐ No
I agree to the deposit of a participant-level pseudonymised data file containing facial-movement measures derived from the video, Big Five personality scores, PHQ-9 score, age, and sex/gender.
☐ Yes          ☐ No
I agree that qualified researchers may be granted access to the pseudonymised derived numerical data following a justified scientific request, subject to the necessary approvals and an appropriate data-use agreement. This does not include access to my facial video unless permitted by my explicit consent and the relevant ethical approval.
☐ Yes          ☐ No
I agree that non-identifying documentation, such as the data dictionary, descriptions of the analysis procedures, and aggregate results, may be made openly available to support transparency and research reproducibility.
☐ Yes          ☐ No
I understand that the dataset description page and its persistent identifier may be publicly visible even if the sensitive files remain closed or access-restricted, and that all materials will be handled in accordance with the ethical approval and the data management plan.
Participant Declaration
Participant name: ........................................................................................................
Participant identification code: ................................................................................
Signature: ..............................................................     Date: ........../........../................
Researcher: Dr Raneem Knaj     Signature: .....................................     Date: ........../........../................
This form is completed in two copies: one copy is given to the participant and one copy is retained in the study file.
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