

[image: H:\My Documents\2014\College of Social Sciences_colour.png]

Participant Information Sheet - Interviews


Project title: Documenting corporate human rights accountability from below in Colombia

Hannah Gracher, PhD student
h.gracher.1@research.gla.ac.uk
Local number TBC

You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide if you wish to participate it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. 

Ask me if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part. Thank you for reading this. 

What is the purpose of this research study?

This study forms part of my doctoral research and will examine what strategies and instruments are utilised by community groups in Colombia to promote business and human rights.
Do I have to take part? 
It is up to you and you alone whether you wish to take part. Please ask as many questions as you would like before giving your consent to participate. You can confirm your consent in writing, or if you prefer orally. If you do decide to take part, you will be free to stop or withdraw at any time without providing a reason. 

What would I be required to do? 

You will be asked to participate in an interview that I anticipate will take about an hour to complete. You can answer with as much detail as you want. This will be a flexible conversation and sometimes I may ask you to explain further or to clarify what you mean.

Will my participation be anonymous and confidential? 

Yes, your participation will only be known to me, unless you specifically ask me to have your opinions attributed to you in any publications that result from this research. You will be asked to provide written permission, if you decide to be identified by name.

I would like to record the audio of this conversation, but if you feel more comfortable, we can conduct the interview without the recorder. In this case, I will take some notes of your answers during and after the interview. If I record our conversation, I plan to produce a transcription of our conversation. Only the researcher (that’s me) and supervisors will have access to the recording and transcription. 

[bookmark: _Hlk26894219]Please note that confidentiality will be maintained as far as it possible, unless evidence of wrongdoing or potential harm is uncovered. In such cases the University may be obliged to contact relevant statutory bodies/agencies.

Storage and destruction of data collected 

I will take a note of your name and contact information to be able to communicate with you in matters relating to this project (for example, to share any findings with you). Your responses will not be connected to your name and will be stored separately, unless you tell me that you would like me to attribute your thoughts to you personally.

I will store your responses in a pseudonymised form, which means that data will be edited so that you are referred to by a unique code number, and the original data will remain accessible only to me. Your data will be stored separately in an encrypted file and only I will be able to access it. 

Your responses will be accessible by the researcher and supervisors involved in this study only. Your responses will be retained indefinitely to be published and used for future research projects without further consultation. Meanwhile, all personal data will be destroyed a year after the project ends.
You will be able to withdraw your personal data (name, contact details) at any time. You will be able to withdraw your responses up until June 2020.

What will happen to the results of the research study?

The data I collect will be analysed as part of my doctoral thesis. I also expect to publish a series of academic conference papers, academic articles and books. I may also disseminate the results of the research in policy briefs or research blogs. 

What should I do if I have concerns about this study? 

You can contact the researcher or her supervisor Dr Kelly Kollman at any time should you have any concerns about this study. Alternatively, you could also contact the College of Social Sciences Ethics Officer, Dr Muir Houston (email: Muir.Houston@glasgow.ac.uk).

Contact details
Researcher: Hannah Gracher
Hannah.gracher.1@research.gla.ac.uk

Supervisor: Dr Kelly Kollman
Kelly.kollman@glasgow.ac.uk 

This project has been considered and approved by the College Research Ethics Committee.

My doctoral studies are funded by the University of Glasgow College of Social Sciences and I have received a travel grant by the Society for Latin American Studies.
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