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Africans Living in Scotland                     
Information Sheet
Who am I?

My name is Mathew Smith. I am doing this study for my PhD project at the Medical Research Council Social & Public Health Sciences Unit and Glasgow University. 

What is this research about?

This study is about Africans living in Scotland, their social networks, health issues that affect them and how easily they can get access to general health services and HIV related services.  It will also find out about the organisations that represent Africans in Scotland and how they can help their users get access to health care. 
What is expected of you?

I would like to conduct one interview with you.  The interview should last between one hour and 90 minutes.
What will be in the interviews?
The interview would find out where you are from, your views about your life in Scotland, and the difficulties or help you have had to access health services.  I am also interested in what you think about the lives of Africans in Scotland in general, and how this might have changed recently.  I will be asking questions about Africans’ way of life, how they socialise, and about health issues that might affect them, including HIV.
Do you have to take part?

No. You are free to choose whether or not to take part.  If you agree to take part but later change your mind, you are free to withdraw from the study at any point, and you do not have to give a reason. 
If you do take part, you can refuse to answer any questions that I ask at any stage.

Is it confidential?

If you take part, you will not be identified.  No information that could identify you will be given to anyone else.

What will happen to the information?

What you tell me will be used in my studies for the university. If you agree, I will record the interview so that I can listen to it again later.  If you prefer, I will not record the interview but just take notes. Any identifying details, including your name, where you live, etc, will be removed from the information gathered during the interview.  It will be typed up and the files stored on an encrypted password-protected computer.  
In my reports or articles I may quote extracts of what you tell me, but I will ensure that the quotes do not identify you.  I would be happy to provide you with a summary of the results of the research.  
Once I have completed the project, the information you have given me will be kept safely by the MRC.  If you give your consent, it may be used by other researchers, but without your name attached to it.  Your name, or any material that might identify you, will never be used or be given to anyone.
What will happen if you decide to take part?

If you would like to take part, we will arrange a date, time and place that is convenient for you to carry out the interview.  The interviews will take place at the MRC offices on Lilybank Gardens, Glasgow, or if you prefer at somewhere you choose, so long as it is private. You will be reimbursed for your time spent in the interview with a £20 ‘Love to shop’ voucher. 
If you do not want to take part or if you decide during the process that you would like to withdraw you will not be contacted again.

What should you do if you have any more questions?

You can ask me, Mathew Smith. 
Email m.smith@sphsu.mrc.ac.uk 
Phone: 0141 357 3949 

You can also speak to my supervisor, Lisa McDaid.  
Email: l.mcdaid@sphsu.mrc.ac.uk 
Phone: 0141 357 3949
If you would like to speak to someone independent of the research in the Medical Research Council, you can contact Catherine Ferrell in our Survey Office. Email: c.ferrell@sphsu.mrc.ac.uk 

Freephone: 0800 389 2129
If you would like to speak to someone independent of the research in Glasgow University, you can contact John McKernan, the College of Social Sciences Research Ethics Officer. Email: John.McKernan@glasgow.ac.uk 
Phone: 0141 330 2000 
Many thanks for taking the time to read this.  I would be delighted if you would be willing to take part.
