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ONLINE SURVEY
PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

	1. Study title
Evaluation of the content and impact of a new Moodle resource (Good Academic Practice in MVLS) on attitudes and perspectives towards plagiarism behaviour among PGT students in MVLS.

	2. Invitation

	You are being invited to take part in an educational research study. Before you decide, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Please contact the lead researcher if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. If you decide to take part in this study, you will be required to indicate that you have read this sheet before you will be able to complete the online survey.

	3. What is the purpose of the study?

	Plagiarism, an example of poor academic practice, continues to be a significant problem, not just in MVLS at the University of Glasgow but in other colleges within the University and the wider Higher Education sector globally. Plagiarism can have serious consequences for those who are disciplined for it and so a new Moodle resource, Good Academic Practice in MVLS, was developed and introduced in September 2022 for post-graduate taught students in MVLS – the goal of the new Moodle resource is to promote good academic practice among students and reduce levels of plagiarism.

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the content and impact of the new Moodle resource on attitudes and perspectives towards plagiarism behaviour among PGT students in MVLS. To address this aim, the key research questions are to determine student perceptions regarding: (i) the amount and level of content of the new Moodle resource and (ii) whether your knowledge of plagiarism and how to avoid it has improved after completing the Moodle site. 

The overall goal of this project is to ensure that the content of the Moodle resource is at a suitable level and sufficient to provide students with the required knowledge and understanding in this area.

	4. Why have I been invited to participate? 

	You are being asked to take part because you are a current post-graduate taught student in MVLS.


	5. Do I have to take part?

	Taking part in the research is entirely voluntary – it is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you do decide to take part, you will be asked to electronically sign a consent form before completing the survey questionnaire. If you decide to take part, you are still free to withdraw at any time and without giving a reason before submitting your survey responses.

	6. What will happen to me if I take part?

	If you take part, you will be asked questions in an online survey relating to your perceptions of the new Moodle resource – some of these will require you to select a response; others will be open-ended to allow you to voice your opinion. All questions will require a response and the survey will take approximately 15-30 min to complete. Data gathering from the survey will be completed by 30.04.24.

	7. What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part?

	We recognise that plagiarism is a sensitive topic and thus has the potential to cause distress when answering questions about it. For help and support, please consult:

Student Support Services Webpage 
https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/students/supportservices/

This webpage has links for supporting:

Mental Health and Wellbeing
· University Counselling and Psychological Services; External Mental Health Services e.g. Big White Wall App; NHS health services; bullying, discrimination and harassment advice.

Educational/Academic Needs
· Student Learning Development (SLD) – they provide advice on academic writing and how to avoid plagiarism.
· Student’s Representative Council – they represent students to appeal a decision relating to a senate case if the student disagreed with the outcome.

	8. What are the possible benefits of taking part?

	You will receive no direct benefit from taking part in this study. However, the information that is collected during this study will be of considerable value to give us a better understanding of how to evolve the new Moodle resource for the benefit of students and to help prevent plagiarism behaviour.

	9. Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential?

	All information which is collected from responses that you provide during the course of the research will be anonymous - no one will be able to find out your name, or any other information which could identify you.



	10. What will happen to my data? 

	· All data in electronic format will be stored on secure password–protected computers.
· Your rights to access, change or move the information we store is limited as survey responses will be anonymous.
· Once you have submitted your survey responses, it will not be possible to withdraw from the study because we will be unable to identify your submitted responses as no identifiable information will be recorded. We will keep the information submitted by you that we obtain.
· All study data will be held in accordance with The General Data Protection Regulation (2018)
· The data will be stored in archiving facilities in line with the University of Glasgow retention policy. After this period, further retention may be agreed or your data will be securely destroyed in accordance with the relevant standard procedures.
· You can find out more about how we use your information from the lead researcher, Dr Carolyn Loveridge (carolyn.loveridge@glasgow.ac.uk)

	11. What will happen to the results of the research study?

	Your data will form part of the study result that may be published in expert journals, presentations, and on the internet for other researchers to use - we anticipate this would be a minimum of 6 months after data is collected from the study and you would be able to obtain a copy of these results by accessing the relevant links to the journal, website etc.

Direct quotes from open-ended survey responses may be used in any resulting publications or reports arising from this research.

	12. Who is organising and funding the research?

	The research is being organised by the Good Academic Practice in MVLS Moodle working group, which comprises a team of 4 MVLS academic staff. There is no funding to declare for this research.

	13. Who has reviewed the study?

	The project has been reviewed by the College of Medical, Veterinary & Life Sciences Ethics Committee.

	14. Contact for Further Information

	Please contact the lead researcher, Dr Carolyn Loveridge (Carolyn.loveridge@glasgow.ac.uk) for further information.


	
Thank you for reading this Information Sheet
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