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SEXUAL WELLBEING DELPHI STUDY: INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

The Scottish Government has adopted sexual wellbeing as a public health goal for the Sexual Health & Blood Borne Virus (SHBBV) Action Plan 2023-2026. Their ambition is for sexual wellbeing to be at the centre of service delivery and decision making, so that people in Scotland are informed, supported and empowered regarding their sexual health. 
 
Sexual wellbeing can mean different things to different people, so a starting point is to establish consensus on what this means for Scotland. Scottish Government have asked our research team at University of Glasgow to help them do this. We are therefore conducting a Delphi study to invite experts across a range of sectors (e.g. clinical, public health, academia, third sector/NGO) to contribute their professional opinion on a proposed definition and domains of sexual wellbeing. 

What will taking part in the Delphi study involve? 
The Delphi study involves completing two online surveys, with the possibility of a third if needed. In the surveys, we’ll ask you to rate the importance and clarity of several statements relating to sexual wellbeing. We’ll provide open boxes for you to leave comments on your chosen ratings. Each survey should take about 15 minutes to complete. Links to the surveys will be sent to participants via email, with a few weeks between surveys. We’ll leave the link to each survey open for two weeks and send up to two reminders. The link to the second survey will only be sent to those that have completed the first survey. 

Why have I been invited to participate?
You have been invited to take part in this project based on your professional role and expertise in sexual health and/or wellbeing. 

What will happen with the information I share?
The survey software (Qualtrics) is University of Glasgow approved. It will allocate a unique identification code for each participant. On survey completion, the data is de-linked from this code, which means your survey responses cannot be linked to you. 

Only de-identified research data will be used for analysis and in any type of report or publication concerning this study. De-identified data will be stored on secure servers protected against unauthorised access by user authentication. The de-identified data will be stored for at least 10 years in a trusted repository for long-term safekeeping and research purposes. 
Personal contact information (e.g., names and email addresses) will be stored on a secure drive separate from the de-identified research data, and will be retained by University of Glasgow to communicate with you during the project. After completion of the project, it will be securely deleted. For more information on how your personal data will be processed, please see the Privacy Notice below.
What happens if I want to stop taking part? 
Your participation is voluntary. You do not need to take part and you are free to skip questions or withdraw at any time, without having to justify your decision. However, any survey responses you submit will be kept as part of the de-identified research data. 

Who is funding and reviewing this research project?
This Delphi study is part of the Embedding Sexual Wellbeing Project. The project is co-led by Professor Kirstin Mitchell and Dr. Ruth Lewis at the University of Glasgow and is funded by Scottish Government. The Delphi study has been reviewed by the MVLS Ethics Committee, University of Glasgow (Ref: 200230175). 

Can I speak to anyone about the project?
If you have any questions about this project, please get in touch with the Co-Principal Investigators Kirstin Mitchell at: kirstin.mitchell@glasgow.ac.uk or Ruth Lewis ruth.lewis@glasgow.ac.uk.  

If you would like to speak to someone not involved with this research or to complain, you can contact Mr. Neil Allan, University of Glasgow’s MVLS Ethics Committee Administrator: mvls-ethics-admin@glasgow.ac.uk.   
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SEXUAL WELLBEING DELPHI STUDY: PRIVACY NOTICE
The University of Glasgow will be what’s known as the ‘Data Controller’ of your personal data. This privacy notice explains how The University of Glasgow will process your personal data. 

Why we need it 
We are collecting some personal data (your name and professional email address) to communicate with you about the project. We will only collect data that we need to deliver this project. 

Legal basis for processing your personal data 
We must have a legal basis for processing all personal data. In this instance, the legal basis is: 6(1)(e) public task as this activity is part of the core functions of the University.

What we do with it and who we share it with 
All the personal data you submit is processed by staff at the University of Glasgow in the United Kingdom, in accordance with the United Kingdom (UK) General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) (2020 amendments). Personal data will be securely stored by the University of Glasgow and only the research team will have access to this data. 

How long do we keep it for? 
Your personal data will be retained by the University only for as long as is necessary for processing (i.e. until the end of the project) and no longer than the period of ethical approval. After this time, personal data will be securely and permanently deleted.   

What are your rights?* 
You can request access to the information we process about you at any time. If at any point you believe that the information we process relating to you is incorrect, you can request to see this information and may in some instances request to have it restricted, corrected or, erased. You may also have the right to object to the processing of data and the right to data portability.  
If you wish to exercise any of these rights, please submit your request via the webform or contact dp@gla.ac.uk. *Please note that the ability to exercise these rights will vary and depend on the legal basis on which the processing is being carried out.   

Complaints 
If you wish to raise a complaint about how we have handled your personal data, you can contact the University Data Protection Officer who will investigate the matter. 
Our Data Protection Officer can be contacted at dataprotectionofficer@glasgow.ac.uk 
If you are not satisfied with our response or believe we are not processing your personal data in accordance with the law, you can complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) https://ico.org.uk/
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