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Plain Language Statement

Perceptions of children’s abilities and possibilities for democratic participation
Researcher: Jessica Eng
Supervisor: Fiona Patrick
Course: Dissertation project EdD

You are being invited to take part in a research project.
Before you decide if you want to take part, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the information on this page carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask me if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part. I hope that this sheet will answer any questions you have about the study.

What is the purpose of the study?
The purpose of this study is to gain more understanding about what former students who studied on an international course on children's rights express about children’s possibilities and abilities for democratic participation.  

I will use semi structured in-depth interviews with recent children’s rights students who have awareness about the topic. It will be an interpretive study, and the material will be analysed using Braun and Clarke’s (2022) reflexive thematic analysis. The theoretical framework I intend to use is Wall’s (2010) concept of childism.


Why have I been chosen?
You are being asked to take part because you were registered on a course about children’s rights during your degree studies and so are best suited to articulate your perceptions on the subject of children’s abilities and possibilities for democratic participation.  


Do I have to take part?
You do not have to take part in this study. If, after you have started to take part, you change your mind, just let me know before July 31st 2024. In case of withdrawal, data will be deleted (I will be finished gathering data by July 31st 2024. If you contact me after that date it will not be possible to remove your data from the analysis.)

What will happen to me if I take part?
If you take part, I will ask you some questions about what you think about children’s abilities and possibilities for democratic participation. You do not have to answer any question that you do not want to. The interview will take about 30 minutes. We will schedule a time that is convenient to you. The reason for using zoom is that it is more flexible than a face-to-face interview and not dependent on being in a specific region. You are encouraged to find a quiet place for the zoom conversation and you can use a blurred or virtual background and wear headphones. Zoom links will be password protected. With your permission I will audio and video record the answers through zoom so that afterwards I can listen carefully to what was said and transcribe the conversation ready for analysis. 


Will the information that I give you in this study be kept confidential?
I will keep all the data, both the personal and research data, I collect in a storage that is managed by the University of Glasgow. I will use Microsoft Sharepoint storage, with OneDrive and Enlighten after my access has expired. The personal data will be deleted after termination of the project and the research data kept for 10 years. When I write about what I have found, your name will not be mentioned. You may choose a pseudonym which I will use when writing up the final assignment. 
However, if during our conversation I hear anything which makes me worried that you might be in danger of harm, I might have to inform relevant agencies of this. Complete confidentiality might also be impossible to guarantee because of the small sample size and the use of one university in the study. All identifiers will be removed.

What will happen to the results of this study
I will analyse the data I collect from participants, and present this in a dissertation. I may also present conference papers and write journal articles using the data. You can request the results of research and this will provided to you at the end of the study.

Who has reviewed the study?
This study has been reviewed and agreed by the College of Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee, University of Glasgow.

Who can I contact for further Information?
If you have any questions about this study, you can ask me, Jessica Eng (@glasgow.ac.uk) or my supervisor, Fiona Patrick (Fiona.Patrick@glasgow.ac.uk) 
[bookmark: _Hlk92463469]For concerns/complaints, the College Ethics Lead, email: socsci-ethics-lead@glasgow.ac.uk


Thank you for reading this.
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