Plan for analysis of KO5 study data.

General demographics 

	Question no(s)
	Variables
	Type of data
	Statistical analysis
	Type 
	Rationale
	Reporting 

	1
	1. Student type
2. Age

	1. Categorical (nominal)
2. Numerical (discrete rather than continuous due to age range)
	Descriptive (bivariate analysis)
	Central tendency (median)
	Unlike the mean, the median is less likely to be skewed by outliers and therefore considered more accurate.
	Report in appropriate (text) format.

	
	3. 
	3. 
	
	Frequency distribution
	Describing the frequency of discrete data – bar chart is more appropriate (histograms used for continuous data).
	Grouped bar chart or contingency table/frequency crosstab.

	2, 3 and 5
	4. Student type
AND 
5. Gender OR Educational institution OR
Responsibility for pet
	Categorical (nominal)

	Descriptive (bivariate analysis)
	Frequency distribution
	Studying the frequency/variability of, and relationship between, two categorical (nominal) variables.
	Grouped bar chart or contingency table/frequency crosstab.



What impact does socio-economic status have on students’ self-perceived relevance of nutrition-related patient care and pet owner advice?

Not relevant to this manuscript.

Does gender influence level of pet attachment?

	Question no(s)
	Variables
	Type of data
	Statistical analysis
	Type 
	Rationale
	Reporting 

	2 and 6 
	1. Gender
2. Level of pet attachment
	Categorical (nominal)

	Descriptive (bivariate analysis)
	Frequency distribution
	Studying the frequency/variability of, and relationship between, two categorical variables.
	Contingency table/Frequency crosstab or scatterplot

	
	1. 
	
	Inferential
	Chi-Square Test of Independence
	Chi-Square. If there are less than 20 observations or if one or more of the cell counts in a 2×2 table is less than 5, then Fisher’s exact test can be used.
	Contingency table/Frequency crosstab or report in appropriate (text) format or scatterplot



What factors influence foundation phase veterinary and veterinary nursing students’ confidence in nutrition-related patient care and owner advice?

Not relevant to this manuscript.

How knowledgeable are foundation phase veterinary and veterinary nursing students in relation to pet nutrition?

Not relevant to this manuscript.

Do foundation phase veterinary and veterinary nursing students discuss pet nutrition with veterinary professionals?

	Question no(s)
	Variables
	Type of data
	Statistical analysis
	Type 
	Rationale
	Reporting 

	8 or 10
	1. Student type 
2. Discuss nutrition (vet or VN)
	Categorical (nominal)

	Descriptive (bivariate analysis)
	Frequency distribution
	Studying the frequency/variability of, and relationship between, two categorical (nominal) variables.
	Grouped bar chart or Contingency table / Frequency crosstab

	
	
	
	Inferential
	Chi-Square Test of Independence
	Chi-Square. If there are less than 20 observations or if one or more of the cell counts in a 2×2 table is less than 5, then Fisher’s exact test can be used.
	Contingency table/Frequency crosstab or report in appropriate (text) format.



How knowledgeable are veterinary professionals about nutrition as perceived by foundation phase veterinary and veterinary nursing students?

	Question no(s)
	Variables
	Type of data
	Statistical analysis
	Type 
	Rationale
	Reporting 

	9 or 11 
	1. Student type 
2. Knowledge of vet professional (vet or VN)
	1. Categorical (nominal)
2. Categorical (ordinal)
	Descriptive (bivariate analysis)
	Frequency distribution
	Studying the frequency/variability of, and relationship between, two categorical (nominal) variables.
	Grouped bar chart or contingency table/frequency crosstab. Summarise using mode for easy interpretation.



What are the most trusted and used sources of nutrition information used by foundation phase veterinary and veterinary nursing students?

	Question no(s)
	Variables
	Type of data
	Statistical analysis
	Type 
	Rationale
	Reporting 

	13
	1. Student type
2. Trust in, and use of, information sources
	Categorical (nominal)
	Descriptive (bivariate analysis)
	Frequency distribution
	Studying the frequency/variability of, and relationship between, two categorical variables in numbers or percentages. Measures of central tendency or variability are not applicable.
	Horizontal grouped bar chart

	14 or 16
	1. Student type
2. Most or least valued information sources
	Categorical (nominal)
	Descriptive (bivariate analysis)
	As above
	As above
	As above

	15 or 17
	Text response – rationale for choice
	Qualitative 
	Thematic analysis
	Inductive coding
	Enables codes to be generated from the data itself, enabling patterns and themes to emerge from the real data.
	Written identification of common themes.



Which nutrition-related tasks are most observed and conducted by foundation phase veterinary and veterinary nursing students?

Not relevant to this manuscript.

How does the perceived relevance and importance of nutrition-related education compare between foundation phase veterinary and veterinary nursing students?

	Question no(s)
	Variables
	Type of data
	Statistical analysis
	Type 
	Rationale
	Reporting 

	24-27
	1. Student type
2. Likert scale responses to specified questions

	1. Categorical (nominal)
2. Categorical (ordinal)  
	Descriptive (bivariate analysis)
	Frequency distribution
	Studying the frequency/variability of, and relationship between, two categorical variables.
	Horizontal stacked bar chart or grouped bar chart. Summarise using mode for easy interpretation.

	
	
	
	Inferential
	Chi-Square Test of Independence
	Chi-Square. If there are less than 20 observations or if one or more of the cell counts in a 2×2 table is less than 5, then Fisher’s exact test can be used.
	Contingency table/Frequency crosstab or report in appropriate (text) format.



How does the perceived importance of developing knowledge and skills to be able to correctly perform nutrition-related tasks compare between foundation phase veterinary and veterinary nursing students?

Not relevant to this manuscript.

How does the knowledge and perceived relevance of nutrition-related patient care and pet owner advice compare between foundation phase veterinary and veterinary nursing students?

	Question no(s)
	Variables
	Type of data
	Statistical analysis
	Type 
	Rationale
	Reporting 

	33-38 (SVN)
36-41 (vet)
	1. Student type
2. Likert scale responses to specified questions

	1. Categorical (nominal)
2. Categorical (ordinal)  
	Descriptive (bivariate analysis)
	Frequency distribution
	Studying the frequency/variability of, and relationship between, two categorical variables.
	Horizontal stacked bar chart or grouped bar chart. Summarise using mode for easy interpretation.

	
	
	
	Inferential
	Chi-Square Test of Independence
	Chi-Square. If there are less than 20 observations or if one or more of the cell counts in a 2×2 table is less than 5, then Fisher’s exact test can be used.
	Contingency table/Frequency crosstab or report in appropriate (text) format.



Is a vegetarian diet considered by foundation phase veterinary and veterinary nursing students to be nutritionally adequate for dogs and cats?

Not relevant to this manuscript.

What are the perceived risks of feeding a raw diet to dogs and cats?

Not relevant to this manuscript.




Are foundation phase veterinary and veterinary nursing students able to correctly identify the description of the ideal BCS for a cat?

	Question no(s)
	Variables
	Type of data
	Statistical analysis
	Type 
	Rationale
	Reporting

	41 (SVN)
44 (vet)
	1. Student type
2. Description of cat BCS
	Categorical (nominal)
	Descriptive (bivariate analysis)
	Frequency distribution
	Studying the frequency/variability of, and relationship between, two categorical variables in numbers or percentages. Measures of central tendency or variability are not applicable.
	Horizontal grouped bar chart



How does confidence in nutrition-related patient care and pet owner advice compare between foundation phase veterinary and veterinary nursing students?

	Question no(s)
	Variables
	Type of data
	Statistical analysis
	Type 
	Rationale
	Reporting 

	42-62 (SVN)
45-62 (vet)
	1. Student type
2. Likert scale responses to specified questions

	1. Categorical (nominal)
2. Categorical (ordinal)  
	Descriptive (bivariate analysis)
	Frequency distribution
	Studying the frequency/variability of, and relationship between, two categorical variables.
	Horizontal stacked bar chart or grouped bar chart. Summarise using mode for easy interpretation.

	
	
	
	Inferential
	Chi-Square Test of Independence
	Chi-Square. If there are less than 20 observations or if one or more of the cell counts in a 2×2 table is less than 5, then Fisher’s exact test can be used.
	Contingency table/Frequency crosstab or report in appropriate (text) format.




