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Participant Information Sheet
Title of project: Queer digital lives: Intersections of Surveillance, Datafication, and Community Resilience in the Glasgow LGBTQ+ community
Researcher: Liv Owens 
Supervisor: Elisabetta Ferrari 

You are being invited to take part in a research project which explores the ways queerness is objectified, datafied, and surveilled in online spaces. The research is based on community engagement and collective deliberation on these topics. Our hope is to document the experiences of the Glaswegian LGBTQ+ community, propose community-oriented responses to any emerging issues and increase overall public education on the topic.

Before you decide if you want to take part of this research project, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the information on this page carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.

We hope that this information sheet will answer any questions you have about the study.

What is the purpose of the study?
Our goal with this project is to bring together a group of queer/LGBTQ+ individuals from Glasgow to discuss and explore how queerness is treated, observed, and controlled in online spaces. We want to take a thoughtful and collaborative approach, working closely with community members who face specific challenges related to how their personal information is collected and monitored. To involve the community, we will host focus groups where everyone's knowledge and experiences are valued. By doing this, we aim to empower participants to question and challenge data practices and systems that affect them, giving them a voice in shaping how their information is used. The study will be conducted via a series of three focus groups with creative tasks and open discussions, to be conducted with the same set of participants over a few months.

Who can take part in this study?
We invite you to participate in this study if you self-identify in any as LGBTQ+/Queer, live or work in Glasgow, and partake in online and/or digital activities. 

Do I have to take part?
You may choose to join the study, or you may choose not to join the study. Your participation is voluntary. There is no penalty if you choose not to join the research study. If, after you have started to take part, you change your mind, just let the researchers know and we will not use any information you have given us.

What will happen if I take part?
If you take part of this project, you will participate in 3 focus groups, each lasting about 60-75. The dates and times of the focus groups will be agreed upon between participants and researchers. During each focus group, the primary researcher will lead group conversation and activities around the intersections of queerness and safety/expression/surveillance online. You do not have to answer any questions that you do not want to nor finish any activity that you do not want to. The research team will audio-record the focus groups; we will also record answers on a physical sheet of paper to allow for analysis.  

What will happen to the results of this study?
The researchers will analyse the data we collect from the group and present the information first to the participants, then in a series of academic papers. The information will then be turned in to a free and public zine. The researchers will destroy the raw data at the end of the project. 

Who has reviewed the study?
This study has been reviewed and agreed by the School of Social and Political Sciences Ethics Forum, University of Glasgow.

How will the researchers protect my information? 

We are collecting basic personal data such as your name and contact details in order to arrange a focus group, conduct our research and keep you informed regarding your participation in this project. We will do our best to make sure that the personal information obtained during the course of this research study will be kept private. 

While total privacy cannot be guaranteed, we will do the following in order to protect your information: 

· We will only collect data that we need for the research project.

· We will separate your personal data (such as your name or email) from the research data (such as the answers you give during focus groups), by assigning a pseudonym. This means that any information about you will not be associated with your name, but to a pseudonym. This applies both to our notes or any documents we might produce during the research process and to anything we publish or present publicly (for instance at scientific meetings) based on this research study. 

· Any personal data will be destroyed at the end of the project.

Please note that total confidentiality may not be guaranteed, due to the group nature of the research (meaning that other participants will inevitably hear what you say) and the limited size of the participant sample (for instance because of the limited size of the Glasgow LGBTQ+ community). 

Assurances on confidentiality will be strictly adhered to unless evidence of wrongdoing or potential harm is uncovered. In such cases the University may be obliged to contact relevant statutory bodies/agencies.

You research data will be handled as follows:

Audio recordings:

· The focus groups will be audio recorded. By giving your consent to participate in the study, you are also agreeing to be recorded.

· The audio files will be transcribed by the research team or a professional transcription service. If a transcription service is used, it will be chosen among those that work with academic materials and respect the confidentiality of the data.

· Recordings will be stored on the University of Glasgow’s OneDrive, which is encrypted. 

· If the interview is conducted through Zoom or Teams, please be aware that the data transmitted via Zoom or Teams is subject to the Terms of Service and the Privacy Policies set by the software employed. 

· The audio recordings will be destroyed after the completion of the research project.

Focus Group transcripts:

· Interview transcripts will be identified by a pseudonym and any identifiable information will be deleted from the files.

· Interview transcripts will be stored on the University of Glasgow’s OneDrive, which is encrypted. 

· Anonymized transcripts will be retained for a period of ten years after the end of the project, in line with the University of Glasgow guidelines. They will be stored in the University of Glasgow’s institutional data repository, Enlighten, where they might be accessed by other interested researchers. 

Who will have access to my information?

The researchers associated with this project are the only people who will have access to your information. The researchers are: Dr Elisabetta Ferrari (Principal Investigator) and Liv Owens (Research Assistant). 

What will happen to the information collected in this study?

Your name and other information that can directly identify you will be stored securely and separately from the research data we collected from you. Your name and other identifiable information will not be linked to the research information we collect from you. 

We will retain the anonymized data we collect about you during the research for future research projects and for a period of 10 years after the end of this research project. The anonymized data will be stored in the University of Glasgow’s institutional data repository, Enlighten, where they might be accessed by other interested researchers. The results of this study could be published in an article or book or presented at a conference but will not include any information that would let others know who you are.

Will my information be used for future research or shared with others?

We may use or share your research information for future research studies. This research may be similar to this study or completely different. We will not ask for your additional informed consent for these studies. The research data will be stored on the University of Glasgow’s institutional data repository, Enlighten, where it might be accessed by other interested researchers; the data will be de-identified, which means that it will not contain your name or other information that can directly identify you.




CONTACT INFORMATION

Who can I contact about this study?

Please contact the researchers listed below to:
· Obtain more information about the study
· Ask a question about the study procedures
· Report a problem
· Leave the study before it is finished
· Express a concern about the study

Principal Investigator / Supervisor: Dr. Elisabetta Ferrari
Email: elisabetta.ferrari@glasgow.ac.uk
Phone: 07949229865

Researcher: Liv Owens
	Email: 2751574O@student.gla.ac.uk
Phone: 07593 648924

[bookmark: _Hlk92463469][bookmark: _Hlk23510950]To pursue any complaint about the conduct of the research: please contact the College of Social Sciences Lead for Ethical Review, email socsci-ethics-lead@glasgow.ac.uk


____________________End of Participant Information Sheet____________________
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