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ANTHRAX PROJECT IN NORTHERN TANZANIA
PROJECT TITLE: DEVELOPMENT OF SURVEILLANCE AND TYPING SCHEMES FOR ANTHRAX EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDIES IN ENDEMIC AREAS

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET-Household survey
INTRODUCTION
You are being invited to take part in a research study. But before you decide if you want to take part, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take the time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Please take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]PURPOSE OF THE STUDY: Anthrax is primarily a disease of livestock. It mainly affects goats, sheep, and cattle, but anthrax can also affect wildlife. This disease often leads to quick and sudden death in animals causing great losses to the livestock keeper. Anthrax also affects humans when the pathogen is breathed in, ingested or settles on open skin. Breathing in or ingesting anthrax spores often leads to more severe disease that can cause sudden death. For animals, anthrax is usually contracted when grazing on land that is contaminated with anthrax spores: these are usually areas where animals that have died of anthrax have been buried or left to decompose. For humans, eating or touching the skin of an animal that has died from anthrax or of unknown causes is the most usual way anthrax is contracted. We have identified that the disease affects some communities within this district, and seems to be causing ongoing losses. For this reason, our study aims to understand how much anthrax affects you and your community, and we want to establish community surveillance and detection systems that ensure rapid response in the event of an anthrax outbreak.
WHY HAVE I BEEN CHOSEN? You have been asked to take part in this study because you are a livestock keeper and a member of this community in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area where we know that anthrax is a problem. We think you have valuable information that will help achieve the aims of the study. We will be asking other community animal health workers, community leaders, household leaders and other members of the community to take part. You may also be asked to take part in the study if you have presented to the hospital with a suspected anthrax infection.
DO I HAVE TO TAKE PART? You have the right to decide whether you want to take part in the study or not. Participation is voluntary. If you do decide to take part, you will be given this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form. You can withdraw at any point if you feel you no longer want to participate in the study.
WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO ME IF I TAKE PART? You will be asked to fill in a questionnaire and/or participate in a participatory mapping activity. You may also be asked to take part in workshops and meetings. If you present to the hospital having a suspected anthrax infection, we will request your sample from the hospital. For suspected cutaneous anthrax, a sample from the lesion will be taken. For suspected gastrointestinal and inhalational anthrax, a blood sample will be requested. Taking part in this study is voluntary. All information which is collected about you, or responses that you provide, during the course of the research will be kept strictly confidential. 
WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE DISADVANTAGES AND RISKS OF TAKING PART? There is no anticipated risk to taking part in this study other than what is usually encountered in daily life. We will ask to take some of your time. We envisage that undertaking a full questionnaire is expected to take 90 minutes. The information you provide will be kept confidential. The risk of compromising your confidentiality will be mitigated by encoding your personal identifying information. If blood or lesion samples are being taken by a clinician because you present to the hospital with a suspected anthrax infection, taking a sample could take 5 to 10 minutes. You may experience a little discomfort, bruising, and swelling at the site where the sample is being taken. You can indicate your wish to discontinue in any activity at any point during the study even if you have consented to taking part at the beginning.
BENEFITS OF TAKING PART IN THE STUDY: This study will help increase your knowledge of anthrax prevention and control in animals and people. You will learn about ways to protect yourself, household and livestock from anthrax. You will also be contributing to an important study that will enable policy decisions to be taken, that will promote your health and that of your livestock and community. This study ultimately aims to improve surveillance, diagnosis and control of anthrax in Tanzania, although you are likely to see these benefits only after completion of the study.
WILL MY TAKING PART IN THIS STUDY BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL? All information which is collected about you, or responses that you provide, during the course of the research will be kept strictly confidential. You will be ultimately identified by an ID number, and any information about you will have your name and address removed so that you cannot be recognised from it. Please note that assurances on confidentiality will be strictly adhered to. 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH STUDY? The results of this study will be available to you and the public after they have been analysed. We will make sure to feedback the results of the current study to the communities and individuals involved. Please note that any results reaching the public domain will contain no personal identifying information. The information and knowledge obtained from the study is expected to contribute to scientific knowledge and inform policy making, surveillance and control of anthrax in this and similar areas affected by this disease.  
WHO IS ORGANISING AND FUNDING THE RESEARCH? This study is funded by The Gates Foundation and is being carried out in collaboration with the Nelson Mandela African Institution of Science and Technology, Arusha.
WHO HAS REVIEWED THE STUDY? This study has been reviewed by the Tanzania Commission for Science and Technology, National Institute for Medical Research and the University of Glasgow ethics committee 

Thank you for taking the time to read this, we look forward to your collaborations on this project.
ANY OTHER INFORMATION: If you have any questions or require any information not included in this sheet, please contact the addresses below:
Dr Tiziana Lembo, email address:Tiziana.Lembo@glasgow.ac.uk, tel: +44 141 330 6638, +225 786 820044
Dr Taya Forde, email address: Taya.Forde@glasgow.ac.uk, tel: +44 141 330 6638, +225 786 775200
Ms Rhoda Aminu, email address: o.aminu.1@research.gla.ac.uk, tel:+44 7459 126118, +225 782 361976
Mr Deo Gratius Mshanga, email address: deograms@yahoo.co.uk, tel: +225 759 346772, +225 684 095609
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