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Plain Language Statement
Risk Communication and Resilience to Natural Disaster
Researchers:
Dr Josephine Adekola (Principal Investigator, National Centre for Resilience)

Professor Fabrice Renaud (Director, National Centre for Resilience)

Professor Carol Hill (Head of School, School of Interdisciplinary studies)

Dr Helen Baxter (Research Associate, National Centre for Resilience
You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part. Thank you for reading this. 
About the project and its purpose

Risk communication and social resilience to natural disaster is a project funded by the Scottish Funding Council. Ineffectual (or breakdowns in channels of) communications have been cited as significant factors in the inadequate or failed response to previous natural disasters. This research aims to explore risk communication as means of enhancing social resilience to natural hazards, which to date, has lacked empirical validation. The proposed study seeks to understand how social resilience, framed within the parameters of risk communication may act to reduce the impact of natural disaster on both people and businesses within communities. The research is particular interest in the following areas
· How risk is communicated by those charged with the responsibility of raising awareness to climate change risk and resilient behaviour

· How risk is received by locals within communities but also understand the risk awareness, preparedness and experiences of those at risk and those managing the risk 
· Enablers and challenges encountered/anticipated/perceived by stakeholders in taking mitigating actions 
· Identify a collection of good practice risk communication 

· Access the implication of social resilience by means of risk communication on mental health and business continuity.
What we anticipate coming out of this inquiry will be:

· A comprehensive framework to guide best practice in risk communication
· Design a risk communication program for the whole population?
Why have I been chosen?

You have been identified by the researchers as a key stakeholder in relation to your experiences of natural disaster event, either as an individual living with the community, responder, policy makers, educators or experts.
Do I have to take part?

It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you decide to take part you are still free to withdraw at any time and without giving a reason. Withdrawing from the research will not jeopardise your relationship with the researchers in any way.
What will happen to me if I take part?

You will be sent an invitation to take part in an interview, focus group or postal/online survey. Interviews will last for around 30-60 minutes; focus groups will last between 25-60 minutes. The survey should between 15-20 minutes.  These may be face-to-face or online depending on logistical preferences. The interviews will be audio recorded. We anticipate carrying out up to 2000 questionnaire survey, up to 4 focus group with 5-8 people in each discussion and 50 one to one interviews. Data will also be collected using proforma through emails to gather further data from resilience practitioners such as Officials of Scottish Government, MET office, SEPA and local authorities. The audio will be assigned an anonymous identifier and transcribed by a professional transcription company (Typing Solutions, www.typingsolutions.org.uk).   

Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential?
All information, which is collected about you during the course of the research, will be kept strictly confidential. Where confidentiality is necessary, an ID number will identify you and any information about you will have your name and address or institutional affiliation removed so that you cannot be recognised from it. The data will be held securely in accordance with the 2018 General Data Protection Regulation. The transcription company will delete any audio files immediately after transcription. We anticipate carrying out up to 2000 questionnaire survey, up to 4 focus group and 50 one to one interviews. You will not be identified (e.g. attributed to any quotes or points of view), unless you have given explicit permission for us to do this. If no explicit permission is granted then a pseudonym will be used to protect your identity. However, confidentiality may be impossible to guarantee; for example in the event of disclosure of harm or danger to participants or others; or due to size of sample, particular locations etc.
What will happen to the results of the research study?

Results of the research study will be used to help address the priority areas of the project. After the end of the project (April 2019), anonymised data may be kept for the purposes of future research and dissemination. The results of the study will be disseminated through National Centre for Resilience centre, risk assessment events and conferences, and through reports and peer-reviewed journal articles. You will not be identified (e.g. attributed to any quotes or points of view), unless you have given explicit permission for us to do this. The result of the research can be made available to you on request by emailing Josephine.adekola@glasgow.ac.uk 
Who is organising and funding the research?

The Scottish Funding Council is funding this research but not organising it
Who has reviewed the study?
This project has been reviewed by the College of Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee
Contact for Further Information 

For more information about this study, please contact Ms Josephine Adekola at josephine.adekola@glasgow.ac.uk, telephone 01387 342032. If participants have any concerns regarding the conduct of the research project, they can contact the College Ethics Officer by contacting Dr Muir Houston; muir.houston@glagow.ac.uk 
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