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I understand that Ravana Eagleheart is collecting data in the form of completed questionnaires for use in an academic research project at the University of Glasgow. 

This dissertation intends to look at the feasibility of using social media to explore the textual elements of medieval manuscripts, from the view of the curator—in this case, the archivist. While social media is already being used to encourage engagement with these manuscripts via Dr Erik Kwakkel (Twitter) Dr Johanna Green (Twitter/Instagram; Discarding Images, Facebook/Instagram/Twitter; Medieval Memes, Facebook), the focus has been primarily on the aesthetics of the page, rather than the contents of the text. The aim of this dissertation is to propose an applicable methodology to not only engage the public with manuscript texts, but also to share valuable methodologies regarding the practice of palaeography which can be used for a multitude of users, regardless of their source materials.  

While not a widespread skill, palaeography offers a hefty reward—the ability to parse the document and interact with it in ways similar to those who wrote it or interacted with it in the past offers the reader an emotional connection to a document which can be lost otherwise. Through the abovementioned individuals and their successes, it is clear that there is a space within the scholarship for digital dissemination in this way—through the level of access that Web 2.0 demands, there is a growing push towards digital access and interaction with Archives and Special Collections’ materials, and the public is able to engage with these materials in a new way. The scope of this dissertation explores the feasibility of Archives and Special Collections social media initiatives focused on the text of medieval manuscripts, rather than the images. Methodologies include questionnaires; a series of social media posts on the Instagram platform, supported by supplemental information available on the project WordPress website (transcribingalys.wordpress.com); recording the time and resources needed to complete the project, as well as monitoring project post performances (in opposition to other Instagram posts of a similar nature which may be focused on the aesthetics of the page).
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· I have the choice to leave any question unanswered. 
· All names and other material likely to identify individuals will be anonymised, unless express permission is granted.
· Project materials in both physical and electronic form will be treated as confidential and kept in secure storage (locked physical storage; password-protected devices and University user accounts) at all times.
· Anonymised materials will be retained for up to ten years and cited/ discussed in future publications, both print and online. Consent forms will be retained for record purposes. 
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